But an attempt to interpret this apparent Ladakhi hegemony in the lands north of the Himalayas could be misleading; certainly it would be a mistake to think of Ladakh as a nation in the modern sense. The entire Baltistan-Ladakh area was one of several small semi-independent Moslem and Buddhist States ruled by autocratic chiefs. Over these areas, when conditions were propitious and the Gyalpo strong, Leh could exert its influence. But Ladakh with its sparse population and strong neighbors was more often the victim of aggression than an aggressor itself.
between themselves and the Sikhs they employ none but Dogras and other tribes of the mountains to manage and defend their country in the hills. They hold immense tracts of territory also in the plains, besides the monopoly of the salt mines, and by means of arming the transit duties, from the Satlej to Peshawar have their offices in all the principal towns and exercise more or less of influence or interference in every department of the government.3 increased 200 per cent, while other products including salt and borax were also diverted from their usual route.7
Zorawar Singh's Military Campaigns
In I834, Gulab Singh sent his ablest general, Zorawar Singh Kahluria, with 4,000 infantrymen to conquer the territory between Jammu and the Tibetan border. Zorawar led his army through Kishtwar into the province of Purig. There was no opposition at first, as the Ladakhis were taken by surprise, but, on August i6, i834, the Dogras defeated an army of some 5,000 men under the Bhotia leader, Mangal, at Sanku. Kartse, the capital city of Purig, fell into Zorawar's hands, and, after a month's rest and the building and garrisoning of a fort, the invaders marched down the Suru river valley and again defeated the Ladakhis at Pashkyum. The local chief fled to the Fort of Sod, and the next morning Zorawar sent his subordinate, Mehta Basti Ram, in pursuit with 500 men. The chief and the Sod garrison surrendered.
Zorawar now entered into protracted negotiations with the Gyalpo, Tshe-dpalrnam-rgyal.8 But the latter delayed; he hoped the severe winter would discourage the Dogras and make them retrace their steps? Tshe-dpal meanwhile raised an army and marched to Lang Karchu where the Dogras were encamped for the winter. The Ladakhis were deceived by the seemingly scattered condition of the Dogra forces and by their pretended difficulty with the snow. Lulled into complacency, they rested and prepared tea, only to be immediately attacked and routed by their foes.10 The Gyalpo sued for peace and it was finally arranged that he would pay an indemnity of Rs. 5o,ooo and an annual tribute of Rs. 20,000. Of the indemnity, Rs. 37,000 were to be paid immediately, and the balance was promised within six months, to be rendered in two installments.1" Zorawar marched on to Leh to install Tshe-dpal as a puppet ruler holding power from Gulab Singh and the conquest of most of Ladakh appeared to have been successfully concluded. But the situation was not to remain peaceful for long. The Chief of Sod recaptured his fort, killing the Dogra garrison, and Zorawar was forced to reassert his power. He then marched to Zanskar where the local ruler offered his submission, and a tax of three and a half rupees per house was levied. Meanwhile, in Leh the Gyalpo took advantage of Zorawar's absence to rebel and to close all trade routes. Again Zorawar attempted to obtain aid from the British, but Colonel H. T. Tapp, the political agent at Sabathu, would not commit himself; although he pointed out to his superiors that as Ladakh had never been tributary to either the Sikhs or the Chinese (Tibetans) 12 The information gained by me in my late visit to Lahore was that among other objects of ambition Raja Gulab Singh had in taking Ladakh, one was to extend his conquests down the course of the Spith until they approached the northeastern confines of the Nepalese possessions in order that he might connect himself with that Government ostensibly with the view to promote the trade between Lhassa and Ladak, which the late commotions in Tibet have tended to interrupt, but in reality to establish a direct intercourse with a power which he thinks will not only tend to augment his present influence but lead to an alliance which may at some future time be of reciprocal importance.40 Despite the conclusion of the two treaties, the Governor-General was unwilling to forego a final attempt to capture some of the Tibetan trade for Bashahr and the northern provinces of British India. Although Hardinge did not intend to pursue an active policy in this regard, he nevertheless informed the Chinese Resident in Lhasa that Article ii of the Lahore-Tibet Treaty, under which all the Tibetan trade was to pass through Ladakh, had been cancelled. He stated that he wanted Tibetan traders to have free access to British territory and that no duty was to be charged on shawl wool and other Tibetan products entering British territory. 76 The final act of the drama was to be played in Kashmir itself: Gulab Singh still had to defeat the Sikh Governor who was unwilling to surrender the province. This was done, and the Dogra ascendency was assured. Thus created, the state continued under the rule of Gulab Singh's descendents until 1947 when the partition of the subcontinent and the ensuing conflict over Kashmir resulted in its division between India and Pakistan. As part of the de facto settlement Ladakh was absorbed into the Indian Union. 
Wade was equally doubtful about the intentions of Ranjit

